Smythe Academy Middle School
8th Grade Community Service Project
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Parent/Guardian Form 
Students: Give this form to your parent or guardian to sign and return to your English Language Arts teacher.
Parent/Guardian: Please fill out information below.
I, (print parent name) ____________________________, give my son/daughter, ___________________________, 

permission to volunteer at ________________________. 
I am aware that my child will volunteer for a total of
15 hours and his/her experiences will be incorporated into a year long project, with assignments beginning in early fall.   He/she MUST complete this project in order to walk in promotion at the end of the year.
Parent Signature__________________________ Date________

Best phone # to reach you: _______________________

Student Signature_________________________ Date________
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Director/Mentor Form
Students: Give this form to the adult Program Director/Mentor (the person who will oversee your volunteering) to sign and return to your English Language Arts teacher.
Director/Mentor: Please fill out information below. 
“I understand and agree that _______________________ will be 





  (Print Name of Student)

completing his/her Community Service Project hours with me.  I will sign his/her Hours Sheet at each visit to validate the hours he/she has volunteered.” Note: The student is responsible for arranging a convenient time that works for you.  The student will ensure that he/she has planned and executed 15 hours of service to your agreed-upon project.  From all of us at Smythe Academy, thank you for supporting the growth of our students!
Name of Organization: _________________________________

Name of Program: ____________________________________

Program Address: _____________________________________

Director or Mentor Name (print): _______________________

Phone Number: ______________________________________

E-mail Address: ______________________________________

Director or Mentor Signature: __________________________
Hours Validation Sheet
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Student Name: ____________________________

Make sure to write down the date and number of hours you volunteered. More importantly, get your adult supervisor’s signature or initials.   

	Date 
	Hours
	Adult Supervisor
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General Requirements

What is a Community Service Project, or CSP?

Smythe Academy Middle School sees a CSP as an opportunity for students to give back to their community, and at the same time learn and reflect on their experiences.  Assignments will be assigned throughout the year to help students reflect and apply real-world experiences to what they are learning in the classroom.  Students are expected to complete the majority of project assignments at home.  These requirements are set up to align with California’s Common Core State Standards. The CSP also meets the 8th grade Charter requirement for parent volunteer hours: instead of an 8th grader’s parent volunteering for 30 hours, the 8th grader volunteers for a minimum of 15 hours.
Who completes a CSP?

All eighth grade students at Smythe Academy Middle School complete a CSP; completion with a passing grade is essential for eligibility to walk in 8th grade promotion in June 2015.  

How do I complete a CSP?
Students choose a cause in their community they are passionate about.  Friends, family, community mentors, church, or school connections can all provide a starting place for discovering the need for community support.  Students must get permission (from parent, program, and teacher) to participate in their chosen activity.  Parents are encouraged to support students throughout the process.

Does a CSP affect my grade?

Yes, assignments will count toward quarter and semester grades throughout the year.

What are the CSP assignments I am expected to complete this year?
Aside from the 15 hours of on-site community service (turn in the Hours Validation Sheet to your ELA teacher as soon as you complete your hours), here are the general assignments and their tentative due dates: 
1) Signed permission slips by parents and adult supervisors, and teacher approval all due on/before October 3rd 
2) Final Persuasive Essay due before the end of the first semester on December 19th
3) Final Advice List due on/before March 12th
4) Final Reflection Essay or Poem due on/before May 1st 
5) Completed Hours Validation Sheet showing a minimum of 15 hours due on/before May 1st
6) Completed Time Pie Chart/Graph (completed in math class) due on display board when display board is due on May 15th
7) 8 Photos or other tangible pieces of physical evidence showing your project outcomes (At least four of the pieces of evidence MUST be in the form of photos.) are due on display board when display board is due on May 15th 
8) Completed tri-fold presentation boards due on/before May 15th 
9) All students are expected to present their CSP experiences with their display boards to their ELA classes during the week beginning May 18th.  
Boards will be on display in the classrooms and/or hallways for Smythe’s Open House, which will be sometime in May.   
What are my teacher’s expectations for the CSP?

1) Start on hours early.

2) Complete assignments neatly and thoroughly.

3) Refer to the assignment instructions, rubrics and examples.

4) Turn in assignments on time.

How do I begin my CSP?

1) Speak with your family and friends about volunteer possibilities.

2) Choose a program you are interested in and is convenient for you.
3) Set up a time with the adult director/mentor of a program to go over expectations.  Explain what you need from him/her each time you volunteer (agreed-upon schedule and the Hours Validation Sheet).
4) Once your program is selected, have your parent/guardian complete and sign the Parent/Guardian Form and return it to your ELA teacher.

5) Have your program’s adult director/mentor completely fill out the Director/Mentor Form and return it to your Language Arts teacher.

6) Stay on top of your hours and assignments!
Where can I complete hours for my CSP?
These are examples of causes in your community (non-exhaustive list):

· Homeless shelter

· Elementary school or other campuses in the area (may include improvement, tutoring, mentoring, after-school programs, etc.)
· Animal shelters

· Writing and sending care packages to soldiers 

· Community cleanups

· Canned food drive

· Convalescent home
· Intern for a non-profit cause

· Assist with a government program
What is NOT acceptable for a CSP task?

* Any activity for a for-profit organization.

* Any activity that involves helping out at home.

* Any activity that you’ll receive compensation (payment) for.
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